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VATICAN MUSEUM DIRECTOR TO LECTURE AT CMA 

(Cleveland, OH) The Vatican Museums, with the private collections of the popes as their 
nucleus, make up one of the most extraordinary museum complexes in the world. Their acting 
director general, Francesco Buranelli, appointed by Pope John Paul II in 1996, will lecture at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art on “The Founding of the Vatican Museums.” His talk will take 
place in CMA's Gartner Auditorium on Wednesday evening, February 25, at 7:00 p.m. The 
one-time-only event complements the museum's Vatican Treasures exhibition. 

The Vatican Museums date back to the Renaissance. Their holdings range from the 
gem-encrusted Cross of Justin II— centerpiece of the Treasury of Saint Peter's and of the 
CMA's Vatican Treasures show — to ethnographical collections from around the world, to 
carriages and automobiles. Among the most famous collections is the Vatican Library, whose 
book and manuscript holdings are virtually unparalleled. 

Dr. Buranelli was bom in Rome in 1955. He studied the ancient civilization of Etruria 
at the Rome University as an undergraduate and for his Ph.D. in archaeology. He joined the 
Vatican Museums staff in 1983, and oversaw, five years later, the acquisition of the Giacinto 
Guglielmi collection of about 400 works of Etruscan, Greek, and Roman art. He rose to his 
current post from positions of leadership at the Gregorian Etruscan Museum, founded by Pope 
Gregory XVI in 1837. During this time he organized the American tour of the 1992 exhibition 
The Etruscans — Legacy of a Lost Civilization from the Vatican Museums. 

Tickets to the lecture are SI 0 ($5 for CMA members). This lecture is part of an array of 
free and ticketed concerts, lectures, films, and other events planned for Vatican Treasures, on 
view February 8 through April 12. For tickets to this talk and to the show, or for a brochure, 
call the ticket and membership center at (216) 421-7350 or toll-free 1-888-CMA-0033. 

Remaining tickets to this lecture can be purchased at the ticket center the night of the event. 

* * * 

Funding for Vatican Treasures: Early Christian, Renaissance, and Baroque Art from the Papal 
Collections is provided in part by the Illuminating Company, a FirstEnergy Company. The exhibition, which 
honors the 1 50th Anniversary of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, is also supported by an indemnity from the 
Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. Promotional support is provided by The Plain Dealer, 

WDOK 102.1 FM, and AM850 WRMR. 
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